
Spring 2016  |  Volume 47  |  Number 2

TIDES

PLUS:    School Partnerships    |    Shoreline Public Access    |    Ways to Take Action

Celebrating  
the Big 4-0!
A LOOK BACK AT HOW THE SWIM WAS BORN
#BIG40SWIM



3SAVEBAY.ORG

4 Education 
 Building educational partnerships  
 for the Bay’s future.

6 Advocacy 
 Meet Save The Bay’s three  
 Waterkeepers and learn the vital  
 roles they play.

8 Staff profile: Adam Kovarsky

9 Cover Story 
 How one woman’s activist idea  
 started a 40-year tradition. Plus,  
 why we swim.

14 Advocacy 
 Right of way: Making the shoreline  
 accessible to Rhode Islanders.

15 STB Action Updates 
 Issues Save The Bay is currently  
 working on, plus ways you can take  
 action.

16 Donor spotlight: Diana Oehrli

17 How planned giving makes you  
 a Bay hero.

18 Events 
 Mark your calendar for these   
 2016 fundraisers.

What’s Inside...

TIDES MAGAZINE   |   Save The Bay   |   100 Save The Bay Drive, Providence, RI 02905

401-272-3540   |   savebay.org   |   tides@savebay.org

ON THE COVER:
A swimmer embarks on the 1.7-mile journey 
across Narragansett Bay. Photo courtesy of 
The Providence Journal.
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to everyone and globally recognized as an environmental treasure.

How time flies. In a few short months 
Save The Bay will hold its 40th Annual 
Swim across the Bay! Few open-water 
swim events in the United States can match 
the Save The Bay Swim for its challenge, 
beauty and storied history. In this issue of 
Tides we have asked Trudy Coxe, Save The 
Bay’s second Executive Director, to reflect 
on the challenges of the very first Swim in 
1977. We also share with you profiles of   
inspired, and inspiring, swimmers.

Today, the Swim is a celebration of 
progress, commitment and community  
action. Five hundred swimmers, 200 kay-
akers, hundreds of volunteers, and dozens  
of sponsors and business partners gather 
every year to participate. Gone are the tar 
balls, oil sheens and floating trash of the 
1970’s and 80’s. Swimmers are more likely 
to encounter clear water, schooling fish, 
moon jellies and the occasional crab larvae. 
All because generations of citizens rallied 
around the cause of cleaning up and pro-
tecting Narragansett Bay.

The cleanup of Narragansett Bay 
is a remarkable achievement, reflecting 
decades of public commitment. Changes 
in public policy, investments in clean water 
infrastructure, and protection of natural 
resources from pollution and damaging 
development all contribute to a healthy Bay 
and watershed.

Unfortunately, there is no law of nature 
that prohibits backsliding. Rapid climate 
change threatens to undermine water qual-
ity improvements, habitats and biodiversity. 

Population pressures and land use changes 
threaten watershed health. Fiscal challenges 
at the federal, state and local level under-
mine the public sector’s ability to protect 
environmental gains. These current chal-
lenges only underscore the importance 
of the Swim as a symbol of community  
commitment to protect progress made and 
push for additional environmental gains. 

The Swim also symbolizes the stra-
tegic approach we take to improving the 
health of Narragansett Bay, its watershed, 
and coastal Rhode Island. Our investment 
in Bay education is just one example of the 
long view we take in building support for  
environmental protection. You, our mem-
bers, donors and partners, understand this 
long view.  We offer thanks to you for your 
loyal support and special gratitude to our 
swimmers. See you at the start.

 
Jonathan Stone
Executive Director

Much  
More Than  

a Swim

F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R

Summer BayCamps 
The Bay is your campground!
Locations throughout RI • savebay.org/camps

Exploration Center & Aquarium 
Touch tanks, story time, crafts 

Daily 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. • May - Sept.
Easton’s Beach, Newport  • savebay.org/aquarium
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With 
Friends  

Like These

Save The Bay long ago recognized that 
if we are to fulfill our mission to protect 
and improve Narragansett Bay, we’d have 
to reach deep into a new community of 
supporters—the hearts and minds of young 
people, school children, who would one day 
become keepers of our beautiful Bay. Our 
education program has since evolved from 
isolated classroom presentations into rich 
integrated experiences with entire grades, 
schools and school districts. The success 
of these programs is rooted in strong 
partnerships that begin with relationships 
with individual teachers and grow over time. 

An Old Friend in Central Falls High 
School
Our nearly 15-year partnership with Central 
Falls High School paints the perfect picture 
of the evolution of our school-based educa-
tion programs. In 2002, Central Falls High 
School AP biology teacher Joanne Green-
leaf knew her students needed the kind of 
education experience that would generate 
excitement in learning, get them out of the 
classroom, and give them opportunities 
to learn with their hands rather than text-
books. She pounded the pavement to raise 
money on her own, through friends and 
family, and even a stranger at the grocery 
store, to bring her classes out on a marine 
science cruise aboard our education vessel 
M/V Alletta Morris. 

This single experience was life changing 
for Greenleaf’s students, and it inspired the 
way we approached partnering and work-
ing with teachers. It was the seed that has 
evolved into one of our signature education 
programs—Narragansett Bay Field Studies. 
Greenleaf has since left Central Falls High 
School but the legacy of the program and 
partnership she began with us has con-
tinued in the work of other teachers and 
school administrators. 

“The field studies program with Save 
The Bay gave us such strong evidence of the 
positive impacts of environmental education 
that it became the foundation we used to 
develop the STEM (science, technology, en-
gineering, math) Academy at Central Falls 
High School,” said Joshua Laplante, past 
principal of Central Falls’ STEM Academy. 
“The Save The Bay partnership was priori-
tized not only at the school level, but also 

at the district level, because of the great  
influence it had on student development,” 
he said.

The Narragansett Bay Field Studies pro-
gram has become a formally adopted and 
integrated part of the Central Falls School 
District curriculum, complete with an in-
ternship and summer camp for high school 
students. AP biology classes meet with Save 
The Bay educators at Lonsdale Marsh as 
many as 18 times each school year to evalu-
ate four big indicators of ecosystem health. 
They collect water samples and test for  
dissolved oxygen, salinity, nitrogen and 
phosphorus levels and more. They put on 
waders and boots and head into the river 
with kicknets to see what crustaceans, 
worms and aquatic insects are present at  
different times of the year. They record the 
different types of vegetation, aquatic ani-
mals, birds and land mammals they see. And 
they assess human impacts by measuring 
sound pollution and trash found in the area.  

“It’s one thing to teach environmental 
science with case studies, simulations and 
videos, but to have students knee-deep in 
water in their own community, testing it for 
nutrients and pollutants, and analyzing the 
data they collect makes the level of aware-
ness and impact so much greater,” said  
science teacher Laura Stanish. 

A New Friend in the Lincoln School
While our partnership with Central Falls 
has become like an “old friend,” we also 
make new friends along the way, like 
this year’s partnership with the all-girls  
Lincoln School in Providence. At the urg-
ing of Lincoln School board member and 
former Save The Bay executive director 
Curt Spalding, the head of Lincoln School 
Suzanne Fogarty and I sat down last year 
to discuss possibilities and worked with  
science teacher Anna Painter to build a 
program that fit perfectly into Lincoln’s  
mission and structure. The Lincoln School 
was looking for a program that could  
“enhance their science-themed curricu-
lum and at the same time be strategic and  
deliberate.” The Middle and Upper schools 
at Lincoln School already had strong part-
nerships in the community, and now, with 
Save The Bay, they have a similar experience 
for their Lower School. 
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Lincoln students in kindergarten through second grade use our 
Bay Center and education vessels as extensions of their classroom 
to learn about marine critters, their habitats and adaptations, what 
Save The Bay is all about, and how they can make a difference to 
Bay health. “Through the educational experiences that Save The Bay 
education staff and Lincoln School staff develop together, the girls 
become associated, at an early age, with an organization that makes 
a difference. They have pride in their city and state and are empow-
ered to make a difference in their world,” Fogarty said. 

Lincoln Lower School Director Maureen Devlin said, “The literal 
excitement that this program generates is incredible. This past week 
one of our first graders was up and dressed for their Save The Bay 
program at 5:30 a.m. The program encourages our girls from an early 
age to explore and solve problems and empowers them to make a 

difference in their community. 
It really complements what 
we do in the classroom and 
allows learning to come alive 
in authentic, real-world expe-
riences.”

A Circle of Friends in 
the Warwick School 
District
The generous support of the 
Defenders of Greenwich Bay 
and The Rocky Point Founda-
tion laid the groundwork for 
a long-term partnership with 
the Warwick School District. In 
2009, we began working with 
the entire student body at 
Robertson Elementary School,  
and, in 2011, with the fourth 

grade at Warwick Neck Elementary School. Our education staff 
worked with teachers at both schools to tailor programs that would 
integrate seamlessly into their science curriculum and provide hands-
on, field based programs. 

Although the two initial Warwick programs were not formally 
connected, the enthusiasm and excitement they generated were. 
Parents were thrilled to learn about the presence of Save The Bay 
in their child’s classroom. Recognizing the value of the partnership 
to students, the Warwick School District this year expanded the pro-
gram from two schools to include all fourth-grade students in the 
district. “These hands-on activities enrich the life science lessons  
received in science class. By using similar vocabulary, questioning, 
and inquiry, students have had multiple opportunities to expand 

their learning. Save The Bay staff has brought the Bay 
to life in the classrooms,” said Ryan Mullen, math and  
science coordinator at Warwick Public Schools.

Our educational partnerships do not happen over-
night, but require time, personal attention, flexibility and 
openness that we are happy to put into them. True to the 
early visions for a Save The Bay education program in the 
1980’s, we feel we’ve been able to develop amazing op-
portunities for students and foster the growth of future 
stewards of Narragansett Bay. Our team truly values the 
school relationships we’ve built over the years; we look 
forward to building new ones in the years to come.  n

E D U C AT I O N

B Y  B R I D G E T  K U B I S  P R E S C O T T, 
D I R E C T O R  O F  E D U C AT I O N

Top: Central Falls High School students seine for creatures in 
Colt State Park. Left: Lincoln School kindergarteners show 
off their fish habitat dioramas.

SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS  
PUT NARRAGANSETT BAY  

IN GOOD HANDS

Students from Holliman School  
in Warwick learn about sea stars during their  

Bay experience with Save The Bay.
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A D V O C A C Y

If you’re like me, you know how 
easy it is to worry about the ongoing 
protection of our environment. After 
all, the verdant forests and rivers 
don’t have voices to tell careless 
people not to dump their weekend’s 
worth of trash in the woods. And 
oceans can’t tell a power plant 
to stifle its emissions. Thankfully, 
during my internship at Save The 
Bay, I’ve met three strong voices that 
speak on behalf of the treasured 
natural resources of this community, 
Narragansett Bay and its watershed 
in particular. Those voices belong to 
Save The Bay’s Waterkeepers.

Meet Tom Kutcher, David 
Prescott and Rachel Calabro, Save 
The Bay’s Baykeeper, Coastkeeper 
and Riverkeeper, respectively. Not just 
job titles, these are all formal desig-
nations of the international Water-
keeper Alliance, which supports local 
Waterkeeper organizations in pro-
viding confident, assertive voices for important waterways around  
the world. The word “keeper” is an ancient concept from Europe, in 
which people were charged with looking out for their rivers. At Save 
The Bay, the title embodies the personal responsibility these keepers 
feel for taking care of our waters.

Waterkeepers must meet certain quality-assurance guidelines, 
maintain vessels that are actively used to patrol their assigned 
waterbodies, have publicly-available phone numbers for citizens 
to report pollution incidents or concerns and respond to citizen 
complaints. Save The Bay employed its first Baykeeper in 1992, 
added a Coastkeeper in 2008, and just this year, applied for and 
received its Riverkeeper license, strengthening the organization’s 
voice in the vast 1,754-square-mile watershed region.

As I interviewed these three, my worries about the health of  
our local environment were calmed. For I clearly understood that 
their work is much more than a job; it’s a passion. 

Narragansett Baykeeper
Tom Kutcher serves as Narragansett Baykeeper, regularly patrolling 
the waters of upper Narragansett Bay on the lookout for blatant 
pollution and other signs of water quality crises. He’s not an 
enforcement officer—in fact, none of the Waterkeepers have 

authority to enforce environmental laws—but brings attention to 
violations and presses enforcement agencies to invoke the laws 
that protect watershed areas around the state. “I’m pretty much an 
environmental watchdog and advocate for the Bay,” said Kutcher, in 
his signature, well-worn Save The Bay ball cap and T-shirt. 

As part of Save The Bay’s advocacy team, all three Waterkeep-
ers have the credibility and community influence needed to fight for  
legislation and policy that protect our waters. For example, Kutcher 
is a wetlands scientist who served on a legislative task force com-
prised of stakeholders from the building, municipal and engineering 
communities. As part of this task force, he helped convince state 
legislators to pass a landmark Wetlands Act that expands wetlands 
protections for the first time in 45 years. “I talked to people on both 
sides about my ideas to get this bill passed, something that would 
help out both ends of the argument,” he said.

For the Baykeeper, the work is personal. He’s a fisherman, surfer 
and boater who has been intimately connected to the Bay his en-
tire life. “I grew up not far from Narragansett Bay. I fished, I swam,  
I quahogged. I took boats out there; all my childhood pastimes were 
on the Bay,” Kutcher said. He wants to leave it in better shape for his 
children and the next generations. 

South County Coastkeeper
As the South County Coastkeeper, David 
Prescott provides a visible on-the-water 
presence on Little Narragansett Bay and 
along Rhode Island’s south coast, from 
Narragansett into the waters of eastern 
Connecticut, where some of the Bay’s 
most ecologically important and vital 
habitats exist. 

Working out of Save The Bay’s 
South Coast Center in Westerly, his 
work is uniquely challenged by the fact 
that the Pawcatuck River and Little Nar-
ragansett Bay form the border between 
two states. Besides monitoring water 
quality and patrolling local waters for 
problems, a good portion of his time 
is spent building strong collaborative 
relationships with environmental orga-
nizations and town council members 
in both Rhode Island and Connecticut. 
Last year, after a seven-year study of 
water quality conditions in Little Narra-
gansett Bay, he united key leaders from 
both sides of the Pawcatuck River in a 
call to action for community-wide steps 
to save Little Narragansett Bay. That call 
in 2015 launched an ongoing and almost  
unheard of bi-state collaboration to reduce 
human impacts on these waters.

An avid surfer who spends as much 
time working on the water as he does 
enjoying it with his family and children, 
Prescott plainly remembers getting very sick 
from surfing in sewage-laden waters after a 
big storm. “That’s why I want to make sure 
the Bay is safe and healthy for everyone.”

Riverkeeper
In early 2016, Save The Bay proudly intro-
duced its first Riverkeeper in Rachel Calabro. 
Though the designation is new, her role as 
an ambassador for the inland waterways of 
the Taunton and Blackstone rivers is not. 
The two major Bay tributaries, which lie 
largely in Massachusetts, have been subject 
to plenty of development and damage over 
the years. “Migratory fish use these rivers 
to breed and then swim out to the Bay, so 

I am on the lookout for illegal dump-
ing of waste or other hazards into the  
rivers and wetlands. I speak for the 
fish,” Calabro said. 

Indeed, a smile lights up Calabro’s 
face as she describes her love of fish 
in a way that made me think she must 
surely swim with them every day. “Fish 
are just awesome. I love learning about 
them. I loved nature, animals and the 
water when I was growing up. I always 
wanted to be a part of it in some way,” 
she said.

Like Prescott, Calabro’s work takes 
her across state lines, making her  
former role with the Massachusetts 
Division of Ecological Restoration an  
environmental advantage. In a 10-year 
project in Taunton, she collaborated 
with the Army Corps of Engineers,  
Massachusetts Department of Transpor-
tation, individual property owners, and 
a community of recreational anglers to 
remove three dams on the Taunton River 
and install a fish ladder at a fourth dam, 
restoring miles of breeding ground to 

river herring that had been kept out. 

Changing Times
Over the years, the Waterkeepers have seen 
the Bay’s biggest threat—human impact—
evolve from deliberate and conspicuous 
large-scale pollution inputs to the cumula-
tive effects of small-scale pollution by mil-
lions of individuals —subtler, and in many 
ways, more challenging. But they face 
their work with hopeful optimism, eager to  
offer solutions to the problems that threaten 
the Bay. While they agree that their contin-
ued vigilance is only one part of the healthy 
longevity of our waters, they give my own 
worries about my local environment some 
peace. Because I now know that the Bay-
keeper, Coastkeeper and Riverkeeper are 
the watchful eyes of our Bay, working to 
keep our waters safe, and the strong voices 
to speak up in times of need. n

SAVE THE BAY WATERKEEPERS  
ARE THE EYES, EARS AND VOICES FOR NARRAGANSETT BAY

Bay Watch B Y  J U S T I N  C H E V E S ,  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S  I N T E R N

Narragansett Baykeeper Tom Kutcher heads north on the Seekonk River  
to examine the site of a reported fish kill.

Above: South County Coastkeeper David Prescott 
addresses news media and community leaders 
about threats to Little Narragansett Bay.  
Left: Riverkeeper Rachel Calabro assesses  
restoration sites along the Pawtuxet River.



The Save The Bay Swim turns the Big 4-0 this year. But, 
truth be told, it might never have been born if not for a wide-
eyed young environmentalist and self-described “impertinent 
employee” who refused to hear the words “no way, no way, no 
way.”

One might like to say Trudy Coxe 
was too young and naïve to know better, 
but the fact was, she knew perfectly well 
her idea for a cross-Bay swim to raise 
awareness of the value of the Bay was 
a good one. That’s because sometime 
in the mid to late 1960’s, she’d already 
done it, on a whim, with her dear friends 
Polly Hutcheson and Chris Wood. (Nev-
er mind their attempt the year before 
that landed her at the Ida Lewis Yacht 
Club after more than three hours in the 
water and left her “cold for days.”)

By the time 1977 rolled around, 
the Pennsylvania-born-and-raised 
young woman who grew up believin—thanks to her grand-
father—that Narragansett Bay was her swimming pool, 
had graduated from the Mary C. Wheeler all-girls board-
ing school and Beaver College, spent three years in Spain as a 

translator and teacher and inched her way into a barely-paid  
position for this fledging non-profit organization. Then-director 
John Scanlon was Coxe’s boss, mentor and friend. “Mr. Scanlon 
was a public relations expert and politically connected. He wore 

suits and knew everyone in the corporate 
world. And he was an older man. So he had 
the ability to come across to certain audi-
ences as something other than a bleeding-
heart, bra-burning greeno-crazy as many of 
us were known back then,” she said, with a 
not-so-subtle reference to her own genera-
tion and peer group. 

It’s possible that very dichotomy is 
what led to the conversation Coxe and 
Scanlon had in a rowboat in the middle of 
the Bay that year, when she told him her 
idea.

“Mr. Scanlon, we’re always looking for 
ways to highlight the value of the Bay. Why 
not have a swim across the Bay? Everybody 

would learn something from it. It would draw attention to the 
Bay.”

 “You want people to swim from there to there? You know 
what I have to say about that, Trudy? No way. No way. No way!”
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Bringing the Bay to You
Meet our quirky aquarist and education specialist, Adam Kovarsky, 
a Charlestown native and Save The Bay team member since 2007. 
With a wildlife conservation degree and a passion for education, 
you could say that Adam is 100% Narragansett Bay, with a goal in 
life to “find the best way possible to benefit conservation efforts.”

What are your main responsibilities at the Exploration Center?
I manage our interns and dozens of volunteers, without whom we 
wouldn’t be able to work. I also manage animal husbandry duties, 
all of the life support systems at the exhibit, curation of our collec-
tion, and I’m able to teach classes here, as well. 

What are some fun facts about the Exploration Center and 
Aquarium? 
We have hundreds of animals on exhibit, 40-60 species at any given 
time. We treat about 4,000 gallons of water here, all on a central-
ized filter. A shipment of 2,400 pounds of salt lasts us about four 
months. We try to feed our animals right from the Bay; just last 
week we had a fisherman bring us a huge bucket full of locally 
caught herring. 

Where do you get your critters?
Our education vessels are amazing floating classrooms and our 
students will bring specimens to us from their fish trawls. My  
interns and I do shoreline collections and snorkel for critters. Other 
science facilities or organizations bring us animals. Beyond that,  
local fishermen will often bring us unusual specimens, like our rare 
lobsters.

What is particularly unique about the aquarium?
One of the best things is that we focus solely on local wildlife that 
come from the Narragansett Bay and its surrounding waters. That’s 
great because we can move animals in and out as often as we see 
fit without having the added risk of introducing a virus, disease,  
invasive species or something that wouldn’t be able to survive. So, 
our collection changes constantly.

What are the most satisfying aspects of your work?
Save The Bay gives me a lot of freedom to pursue projects I find 
important to our mission. I’ve been able to add new, cool exhibits 
and find new and interesting ways to teach about the environment. 
I enjoy initiating habitat restoration projects, such as the rebuilding 
of sand dunes at Easton’s Beach. I've communicated with tens of 
thousands of people about conservation issues facing our planet 
and, specifically, Narragansett Bay. Being able to help people recog-
nize their personal impact on their local environment has to be the 
most fulfilling part of my job by far. 

Do you have a favorite exhibit?
A really cool thing right now is that several of our adult little skates 
have been successfully reproducing and laying eggs, and now we’re 
getting about three to six babies hatching every week. We’ve been 
raising these juveniles in our touch tank. One is about a year-and-a-
half old, which is about the age when they are less vulnerable and 
more likely to survive in the wild. We’d like to raise these little skates 
and then start releasing them into the wild.

Do you have a favorite story about working at the Exploration 
Center?
Last summer, a school group was out on one of our boats doing a 
fish trawl. They snagged an abandoned fishing line that still had a 
striped bass hooked on the end of the line. The students brought 
him to me after freeing him, and I treated him for a dislocated jaw 
and swim bladder infection. Now, about eight months later, he's 
back to full strength, growing, and we’re thinking he’s almost ready 
to be released into the wild.

What do you hope your guests take with them after a visit to 
the aquarium?
Our goal is to show people the amazing, wonderful life that lives 
right here in Narragansett Bay. I want people to leave the Explora-
tion Center feeling empowered in their lives to make small changes 
that directly benefit the environment. Save The Bay’s number one 
priority is to protect and improve Narragansett Bay, and through 
our aquarium, we can really connect our community to the Bay in 
a hands-on way. n

S TA F F  P R O F I L E

B Y  S P E N C E R  G O S S Y,  
C O M M U N I C AT I O N S  I N T E R N

Above: Trudy Coxe  
welcomes swimmers  
and rowers. Right: 
Friends and family  

greet finishers in the 
very first Save The Bay 

Swim in 1977, when 
the route was from 

Jamestown  
to Newport. 



University of Rhode Island had just come 
out with a report saying that the best 
economic use of Narragansett Bay was 
as a sewer. “The fact that people intui-
tively knew the best use of Narragansett 
Bay is NOT as a sewer was so gratifying. 
They came out for the swim because they 

wanted the recreational fun and the ad-
venture of it, but they also wanted to be 
part of making a statement about the 
fact that the Bay is, was, the state’s most 
important natural resource,” Coxe said. 

“I do it for what Save The Bay is do-
ing for Narragansett Bay, because no one 
else is doing what they do,” said Mercado, 
who’s missed only two Swims. “I remem-
ber one year, I was holding my little girls, 
one on each hip, looking out over the wa-
ter, and thought ‘If Save The Bay isn’t do-
ing what they do, what is the Bay going 
to be like for my little ones?’ The water is 
remarkably better today,” he said, recall-
ing that in the early years of the Swim, 
swimmers had to be rowed out into the 
Bay about 300-400 yards because the wa-
ter along the shoreline was deemed too 
polluted for human activity. 

In fact, that’s exactly what happened 
that very first year. Four days before the 
swim, Coxe got a notice from the De-
partment of Health that the Jamestown 
starting point for the swim is classified 

as SC waters, which means it is fit only 
for recreational activities with minimal 
contact between the human body and 
the water and minimal likelihood of in-
gestion of the water by humans. She 
knew from experience that the water 
gets cleaner further out, so she had the 
wherewithal to ask how far out the desig-
nation went. She kept the news to herself 
until the morning of the Swim.
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“But, it’s a great idea!”
“No way!”
Albert Einstein once said, “If at first, the idea is not absurd, 

then there is no hope for it.” So it’s possible that Coxe’s idea was 
destined for success from the get-go. It just needed a little push.

The next day, as the two were interviewed by The Providence 
Journal editorial board, Scanlon was saying that they needed to 
find ways to engage people with the Bay, that if people were part 
of Narragansett Bay, they would fight hard to save it. Coxe, know-
ing she was taking a big risk, took a deep breath and blurted out 
her idea. “Mr. Scanlon looks at me, furious. And then someone 

on the editorial board says ‘that’s a fantastic idea!’ and someone 
else says, ‘you know, I think we could even support something 
like that.’ And that’s how it got started,” Cox remembers. “Thank 
God the two of us were good friends, because he kind of stran-
gled me for a minute and then hugged me the next.”

The rest is history. The route would be from the beach in 
front of the Bay View Hotel to The Point area of Newport. Every 
swimmer had to be accompanied by a rowboat, with a rower and 
a spotter, and two extra life jackets. The U.S. Coast Guard closed 
off the Bay for that period of time. Coxe and Scanlon decided 
the first swim would be limited to 100 swimmers, “but we were 
absolutely convinced we’d be lucky if we got 20,” she said. 

North Kingstown’s Edgar Mercado, 64, was the very first 
swimmer to sign up. “I saw a little bitty story on the front page 
of The Providence Journal that Save The Bay was looking for swim-
mers. When I went in and told them I wanted to sign up, Trudy 
Coxe went crazy, gave me a big hug and kiss, and I thought ‘Boy, 
I’m going to like this,’” Mercado said. 

Coxe remembers the moment well. “When Edgar came in, 
I remember I had such a feeling of gratitude, like ‘oh my God, 
really, you want to sign up?’ and I turned to Mr. Scanlon, who 
was still scowling at me over this, and said ‘look, we have a live 
body!’”

Before they knew it, 100 swimmers were signed up during 
a time in environmental and Bay history when, Coxe recalls, the 

To Make a Statement  
for the Environment
Most people who find the courage to 
swim the 1.7 nautical miles across the 
East Passage each year for Save The 
Bay’s annual swim take the plunge 
right here in Narragansett Bay wa-
ters. But one dedicated swimmer has 
found a way to swim for Narragansett 
Bay and Save The Bay from across the 
Atlantic Ocean in Rome, Italy. 

As a visiting engineering professor 
at University of Rome, Charlestown 
resident Dr. Rick Fleeter spends more 
time in Italy than he does in Rhode 

Island these days, and he can’t make it 
home in the summertime. But an engi-
neer’s mind is a natural problem solver. 
So he heads out to Lake Bracciano, a 
22-square-mile lake not far from Rome, 
measures out the 1.7 nautical miles 
along the shoreline, and, on the day 
of the Save The Bay Swim, swims right 
along with the 500 swimmers back here 
in Rhode Island. Like many of the swim-
mers here, he sends letters to 80 or so 
friends, family members and fellow 
athletes, raising awareness and support 
for Save The Bay and Narragansett Bay 
from afar.

The idea for his “virtual swim” came 
along when Rick realized how many 
people are turned away from the 

actual event each year due to space 
limitations. “I just thought that’s a 
shame, because they could be out there 
raising money for Save The Bay.” So he 

proposed the idea and a virtual swim 
was born. 

Rick swims for his love of Narragansett 
Bay, which he first discovered during 
a visit to Rhode Island in 1971 because 
“Brown would give me financial sup-
port to swim.” He was immediately 
smitten. “I got invited to the coach’s 
house for a team picnic in southern 
Rhode Island; he lived on a salt pond. 
Being from Ohio, I knew nothing about 
the New England coast, its ocean or salt 
ponds. I just thought it was fantastic. 
And from then on, I knew I wanted to 
live there,” Rick said. And he has. 

After earning two degrees from Brown 
(and a third at Stanford), the aerospace 
engineer and professor moved all over 

the world for work—Los Angeles, New 
York, Japan, Australia, Malaysia, Italy, 
Israel, and other remote corners of the 
world—but he’s called Rhode Island 
home ever since, even commuting be-
tween Charlestown and his Reston, Va. 
company, AeroAstro, for over 20 years. 

His love of environment, though, first 
began as a self-proclaimed “child of 
the 60s” in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, 
where Native American culture formed 
his philosophy. “The Native Americans 
would do nothing that would damage 
the earth, because obviously, the earth 
was where you came from, where all 
life came from. Today, we dig a hole 
in the ground, pull something out of 
it, use it, and then throw it onto the 
surface of the earth. We can do better 

than that. We take for granted that our 
human-built machines create undesir-
able waste products, but nature throws 
nothing away,” Rick said.

“I have lived in so many places in the 
world that need their own Save The 
Bay organization. Everywhere you go, 
people are degradin their environment, 
believing that it’s ok in their particular 
situation,” Rick said. “Save The Bay and 
the Bay Swim are one way I can make 
a statement about one place where 
together we are drawing the line and 
don’t want to see another part of 
nature ruined. That’s how I can be an 
example for other people.”

— by Justin Cheves,  
STB Communications Intern

Top of page: By 1993, rowboats had give way 
to kayaks. Far left: 1977 registration sign. 
Above: Edgar Mercado gets his number in the 
2015 Swim.

WHY DO WE SWIM?

CELEBRATE THE BIG 4-0!  
Four decades of  

adventure

Join the 1.7-nautical-mile swim  
from Newport Navy Base to  

Potter Cove, Jamestown

Saturday, August 13, 2016 

9:15 a.m. (first wave) 

savebay.org/swim
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In 1977, Coxe never imagined there would ever be a 40th 
Swim.  She said the success of that first Save The Bay Swim was an 
important turning point for the organization and its cause. “It had 
great public relations value, involved people from the community, 
and made us more acceptable to be associated with. It allowed us 
to build relationships with many different core constituencies—
swimmers, fishermen, business leaders—these were all pent up 
enthusiasts who just didn’t know how to express that 
it’s not okay to have human waste in the water. We 
gave them a voice. The Swim opened these doors,” she 
said. 

Mercado says the Swim is his way to supporting 
the effort. “Save The Bay is a wonderful cause. I can’t 
contribute much, but I can do this, and this wouldn’t 
be there without Save The Bay’s advocacy. By drawing 
attention to the Bay in the small way that I do, I’m 
helping the environment and the community.”  n

How To Join the Swim, 
Even If You Don’t Swim
Be a Virtual Swimmer Maybe you want to 
swim, but you can’t get to Rhode Island in 
August. Or you don’t think you could make 
it all the way across the Bay. Or maybe you 
just don’t swim at all. Become a Save The 
Bay Virtual Swimmer, and either swim 
where you are (see Rick Fleeter profile,  
pg 10) or earn your Save The Bay Swim 
medal from the comforts of your couch.

Sponsor the Swim Put your corporate 
name in front of more than 2,000 specta-
tors, vendors and supporters, swimmers 
and kayakers as a generous sponsor of the 

Save The Bay Swim. Save The Bay is the 
largest and most influential environmental 
group in Rhode Island, and the Swim serves 
as critical support to our efforts to protect 
and improve Narragansett Bay.

Support a Swimmer The Swim is Save The 
Bay’s largest fundraising event, providing 
nearly $350,000 toward our mission’s criti-
cal work in advocacy, education and habitat 
restoration. You can make a donation to 
support a specific swimmer, a team or the 
swim in general.  

Volunteer The Swim couldn’t happen 
without the hundreds of volunteers who 
help with parking, kayak inspection, kayak 
unloading, swimmer numbering, handing 

out towels, food, and T-shirts, time sheets, 
party tent, barrier monitoring, safety 
squad, and much more!  savebay.org/swim

Bullhorn to mouth, 
“I welcomed everyone and 
then told them we’ve just 
been notified that the wa-
ter is too dirty to swim in, 
so we all have to climb into 
our rowboats and paddle out 
250 feet to where the water 
is clean enough for swim-
ming,” Coxe remembers. 

“Do you think there 
could have been a better 
message? Here was a beach 
that was so near to so many 
people and we learned, for 
the very first time actually, 
that it wasn’t safe to swim 
there. There could not have 
been a better message about 
the need for Save The Bay.”

The Swim has grown up 
since 1977. What began as a folksy, community-building event for 100 
swimmers has evolved into Save The Bay’s signature event and largest 
fundraising effort, providing important resources for our advocacy, edu-
cation and restoration efforts. Through hurricanes, riptides, sequesters 
and runaway tankers, the Swim has survived and thrived on the hard 
work and dedication of our now 500 swimmers, 30 staff members and 
hundreds of volunteers. Clunky rowboats for every swimmer have given 
way to svelte kayaks that escort only those swimmers who might need 
assistance. The Swim has been witness to marriage proposals, swimming 
dignitaries and countless personal milestones met. It embodies a spirit 
of camaraderie, whether it is generations of family members swimming 
together or a swimmer and kayker who have partnered for decades to 
make the journey that now goes from Newport to Jamestown. 

WHY DO WE SWIM? 

For the Love of a Sister
Joanne Burrows Sadlowski is coming home from 
Texas this summer for the Save The Bay Swim. She 
spends time here every year, but this summer is 
special: she’s swimming for her sister-in-law, Alice 
Burrows (pictured below).

After an unknown disease crept into her body years 
ago and began to steadily degrade her mobility, 
strength and peace of mind, Alice, 55, was finally 
diagnosed in December with a rare form of termi-
nal cancer. With the support of friends and family 
members, she’s now undergoing rigorous chemo-
therapy that will last the rest of her life.

As a little girl, Alice’s Pawtucket family spent their 
summers at beaches all over the state, swimming, 
fishing, and picnicking; she passed that tradition 
on to her own children. She married her husband 
by the Point Judith Lighthouse, and before she got 
sick, they often sat at Rocky Point looking out over 

the water or riding 
bikes along the East 
Bay Bike Path with 
the Bay at their side. 
“From my house in 
Narragansett, I hear 
the waves crashing 
on the shore. I guess 
we have always 
gravitated to the 
beautiful Rhode 
Island waters,” Alice 
said. 

“Alice is my beach buddy. We sit and talk about 
all of life’s problems while tucked under a beach 
umbrella watching the ocean. I can’t calculate 
the number of hours we’ve spent together on 
the beach. We both love Narragansett Bay,” said 
Joanne, who only recently resumed swimming after 
taking years off to raise her children. “One day, I 
was paddling along, and thought, ‘what if I do the 
Save The Bay Swim, and do it in Alice’s honor?’”

Alice, of course, was in. “It is so important to pre-
serve the beauty and life of our Bay so our chil-
dren’s children can continue to enjoy it and experi-
ence the same fun we did as children. I am so proud 
of Joanne. I could never do what she will be doing 
in August. I will be living vicariously through her.” 

“I am so excited for this swim. In the past, I loved 
swimming halfway across and taking a minute to 
look up at the Newport Bridge, and seeing all the 
people swimming for this great cause. These are 
some of the best memories in my life,” Joanne said.

— by Cindy Sabato, Director of Communications

Above: In 1977, every swimmer was accompanied by a rower and a spotter. 
Bottom: A 1987 spotter, swimmer, rower and sponsor.

Daniela Abbott, 34, has lived in Rhode Island for many 
years with her husband Branden and their children 
Bianca and Myles. Although Daniela grew up swim-

ming in Brazil, and she and her 
husband have many friends 
who’ve done the Swim, they’ve 
never quite found the right 
reason to dive in themselves. 
Until now. 

A diagnosis of ALS last fall 
for Daniela’s mother, Marcia 
Hansen, enticed Marcia and 
Daniela’s father Jeffrey to 

move from Minnesota to Portsmouth, R.I. to be closer 
to Daniela and her family and their son John Victor (JV). 
This year’s 40th Save The Bay Swim is meant to give the 
family a distraction from the changes that lie ahead for 
them all, to create beautiful new memories together, 
and to give the Hansens the best possible introduction 
to Narragansett Bay and their new home.

In their very first Save The Bay Swim, Daniela and 
brother JV will swim the 1.7 nautical miles, with her 
husband and father kayaking alongside them. They 
call themselves Team Bonito, for the fast, native South 
Atlantic fish from the mackerel family, which also  
happens to mean “beautiful” in Portuguese. 

“Mom is very excited that we are all doing it together 
and is looking forward to welcoming us at the finish!” 
says Daniela. “This is a good cause, and I hope to docu-
ment the events with pictures, video, and stories and to 
share with others our experience as first-timers.”

— by Brittney Roy, Events Intern

WHY DO WE SWIM? 

To Create Memories

Above: The late Bill McCarthy swam in 1977 and for 21 
years until he was 80 years old. Below: Austin Whitman 
celebrates with his nephew and his mother at the finish 
line in 2015. Photo by John Pitocco.
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A D V O C A C Y

YOURS, MINE, EVERYONE’S: Upholding Constitutional  
Access to RI’s Shoreline

Sure, other states have beautiful natural resources that 
technically belong to everyone, but in Rhode Island, we really 
mean it. In fact, Article 1 Section 17 of the Rhode Island Con-
stitution states, “the people shall continue to enjoy and freely 
exercise all the rights of fishery, and the privileges of the shore, 
to which they have been heretofore entitled under the charter… 
of this state.”

This means that if you can get down to the shore of the Bay, 
tidal river, salt pond, or south coast beach, you have the legal 
right to walk along the shore, swim, fish, paddle or otherwise 
recreate anywhere in the zone that lies below high tide, whether 
the shore fronts public or private land. You even have the right 
to gather seaweed for your garden, if you’re so inclined. Yet, as 
clearly as this right is spelled out in the state’s Constitution, 
many miles of shoreline remain inaccessible for lack of public 
access leading to the shore in these areas. 

Since our beginnings in 1970, Save The Bay has 
been committed to improving public access to our 
beautiful Bay, rivers, coastal ponds and south coast. 
Indeed, our primary vision is swimmable, fishable 
and healthy waters that are accessible to everyone. 
Toward that end, we are working on a public access 
initiative that will make it easier for folks to enjoy our 
beautiful waters, beaches and rocky coast. Along with 
state agencies and other non-government partners, 
we are working to improve your access to these areas 
throughout Rhode Island. 

The Rhode Island Coastal Resources Manage-
ment Council (CRMC) has jurisdiction over public ac-
cess to the shore. From its inception in 1971 through 
today, CRMC has designated 222 rights of way to 
guarantee that access and now has an active program 
aimed at designating more rights of way—one for ev-
ery mile of coastline in the state—that would amount 
to 420 rights of way. In fact, the 222nd public access 
point, in Bristol, was added just this year as part of 
that program, and more sites are currently under review. Save 
The Bay is pleased to work with CRMC on this effort by identify-
ing potential new rights of way and by managing volunteer law-
yers who are helping with the title work necessary to designate 
future public access sites.

But that’s not all. Thanks to grants from REI and other 
foundations, Save The Bay staff and interns are visiting, assessing 
and mapping all 221 previously existing designated rights of way 
in Rhode Island to determine if they are, in fact, accessible to 

the public. We are characterizing important attributes such as 
parking availability, path condition, and potential uses, and have 
taken pictures of the entrance, exit and shoreline of every site. 
The information we’re collecting will be used to update, enhance, 
and correct an online map of all CRMC-designated public rights 
of way to the shore. 

We’re also using the data to identify rights of way that are 
in need of maintenance, advocacy or litigation, and we will work 
with CRMC in resolving any of these issues. So far, we have 
found more than a few blatant access issues at some of the sites, 
including illegal dumping of debris, completely overgrown veg-
etation, and outright blocking of access with fences, sheds and 
other structures (a pool, in one case). We will work with the state 
and other partners to address and resolve these issues. 

We are also toying with the idea of creating a smartphone 
app that can link a person’s location with right of way data to let 

a user know if there is access nearby and provide information 
about the access. We feel this could be helpful for getting people 
out to the shore, particularly young people who will become 
the next generation of stewards responsible for protecting 
Narragansett Bay. We believe that once they see our beautiful 
Bay, rivers, beaches and coastline, they will love them, respect 
them and want to protect them for years to come. n

B Y  T O M  K U T C H E R ,  
N A R R A G A N S E T T  B AY K E E P E R 
&  D A V I D  P R E S C O T T, 
S O U T H  C O U N T Y  C O A S T K E E P E R

Advocacy
• Environmental Enforcement: We are embarking on a long-term campaign to reverse 

a decade of cuts to enforcement staffing at RI DEM and CRMC. These cuts by the state 
legislature have left these important state agencies increasingly unable to do their job 
enforcing environmental laws protecting the Bay from polluters. This year, at our urg-
ing, Governor Gina Raimondo is proposing two additional enforcement staff at DEM. 

• Public Access: Toward our vision for a healthy Bay accessible to all, we are helping 
CRMC identify potential new public access points to the Bay and managing a team  
of volunteer lawyers to help with the title work necessary to designate future public 
access sites (see story on page 14).

• Green Economy Bond: Save The Bay is advocating for a $35 million Green Economy 
Bond through direct legislative action, in coalition with the RI Green Infrastructure 
Coalition. Its passage will help improve water quality, protect watershed lands and  
promote public access to our shoreline.

Restoration
• Beach Grass Planting: Pell Elementary students and community volunteers joined  

us in our fifth year of planting beach grasses to restore natural areas at Easton’s Beach. 
Rogers High School students and a local Boy Scout troop have joined our dune grass 
planting efforts at Hazard Beach, where we’re restoring a natural dune that had  
protected Ocean Drive from flooding during coastal storms.

• Salt Marsh Restoration: We’re collaborating with the towns of Dighton, Warren, 
North Kingstown, Jamestown and Westerly, as well as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife  
Refuge, on several salt marsh adaption projects to reduce the amount of standing 
water on the marshes that is causing marsh plants to die off and creating mosquito 
breeding habitat. At RISD beach in Barrington, we are restoring a dune that protects 
one of our salt marsh restoration sites. 

• International Coastal Cleanup: For the third year, we will coordinate Rhode Island’s 
International Coastal Cleanup, bringing together 2,000+ volunteers who will remove 
trash and litter from miles of Rhode Island shoreline.

Education
• School Partnerships: We’re proud to launch two new partnerships this year. The 

Lincoln School Lower School is making our Bay Center and Fields Point shoreline an 
extension of their regular classrooms, and Warwick School District is integrating Save 
The Bay education programs into their curriculum for the entire fourth grade. 

• Afterschool Programs: In our growing afterschool program, this fall we worked with 
11 partners in Woonsocket, Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence, North Providence and 
Newport.

• Curriculum: We have developed new curriculum models related to Engineering in  
Design and are currently rolling out these modules with local school partners.

• Public Outreach: From October 2015 through February 2016, 1,677 guests joined 
us on 72 seal cruises out of Newport and Westerly. In March and April, we added seal 
cruises in Fall River, Mass., the second largest city on Narragansett Bay, allowing us to 
reach communities in a critical watershed region.  

Three designated public access points to the South Kingstown shoreline lie beyond this barricade.

Join Us
Sign up to clean up. Now through 
November, our volunteers will 
be heading out to beaches and 
shorelines throughout Rhode Island 
to pick up litter. Give as much or 
as little time as you can; come 
by yourself or with others; set a 
great example! Contact July Lewis; 
jlewis@savebay.org; savebay.org/
volunteer

Volunteer at our Exploration 
Center and Aquarium. If you’re 
friendly, outgoing and willing to 
learn, consider becoming a docent 
at our South Coast Center in West-
erly or our Exploration Center & 
Aquarium in Newport. Our docents 
greet visitors and teach them about 
marine life, lead craft activities, take 
care of critters, and much more. 
On-the-job training is provided! 
Contact July Lewis; jlewis@savebay.
org; savebay.org/volunteer 

Sign our petition to protect  
Narragansett Bay. Now that  
Governor Gina Raimondo has 
proposed adding two enforcement 
officers to the state’s Department of 
Environmental Management, it’s up 
to us to ensure the House and  
Senate keep them in the budget! 
Sign our petition to show that 
Rhode Islanders support stronger 
environmental enforcement of 
laws that protect Narragansett Bay. 
Contact Topher Hamblett: tham-
blett@savebayorg; savebay.org/
enforcethelaw

Urge the General Assembly to 
pass the Green Economy Bond.  
If approved, the Green Economy 
Bond will appear on the November 
ballot. It includes $3 million  
in efforts to prevent stormwater  
pollution throughout the greater 
Narragansett Bay watershed. Follow 
this and other environmental  
proposed legislation at environ-
mentcouncilri.org/2016_proposed_
legislation

Save The Bay Action U dates
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Be a Bay 
Hero

“Planned giving” is an uncomfort-
able topic, because by its very nature, 
it forces us to consider our mortality. 
Planned giving is also a confusing topic 
because it goes by many names and can 
take many forms, from a one-time gift 
to a portion of a life insurance benefit to 
a complex, charitable trust that extends 
well beyond a donor’s lifetime. Many 
people—perhaps even you—mistakenly 
assume that planned giving is only for 
those with vast wealth, but in reality, 
nothing could be further from the truth. 
In fact, planned giving may be one of the 
most accessible ways donors at any level 
can fulfill their philanthropic dreams.

Donors support various charities 
for an array of reasons, but the common 
thread that binds them all is loyalty to 
a cause and a desire to “do something 
good” beyond their lifetime—an immor-
tal gesture of good will, in a sense. The 
leaving of a legacy. A legacy gift, planned 
during one’s lifetime and activated upon 
their passing. 

When writing a will, one’s family is 
understandably at the top of the list of 
beneficiaries. But those with a passion 
for Narragansett Bay, who want to en-
sure its vitality for generations to come, 
may find that a final gift to Save The 
Bay is a meaningful, selfless investment 
in Narragansett Bay and in our region’s 
future and a way to give more than they 
might be able during their lifetime. Many 
donors choose to remember their fami-
lies and Save The Bay in their wills; the 
two are not mutually exclusive.

Save The Bay established its Seagrass 
Society in 2004 to recognize individuals 
who have included Save The Bay in their 
will, retirement plan, life insurance 
policy or other estate plans. Considering 
how much we all value Narragansett Bay 
and how highly we respect the work that 
Save The Bay does to protect and restore 
Rhode Island’s most iconic natural 
resource, surprisingly few supporters 
have notified us of their intention to 
include Save The Bay in their estate plans. 

I believe strongly in Save The Bay’s 
mission; I live the mission daily, even 
when I’m not at work at the Bay Center.  
There is no charity I would rather honor 
with a final bequest. I encourage others 
who believe in Save The Bay’s mission 
to do the same by joining me in the Sea-
grass Society. 

Many non-profit organizations,  
locally, regionally, and nationally, are 
deserving of our charitable giving. If 
you haven’t considered a planned gift to 
Save The Bay because you haven’t been 
asked, please consider this article your 
invitation to do so and  join our Seagrass 
Society. If you do, know that your gift 
will not be taken lightly, and that the  
appreciation of all final gifts and be-
quests extends far beyond the walls of 
the Bay Center. Your legacy gift to Save 
The Bay provides for the longer-term  
future of Narragansett Bay for genera-
tions to come.

For more information about Save 
The Bay’s Seagrass Society, contact Jona-
than Stone at 401-272-3540, x104 or 
visit savebay.org/plannedgiving n
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YOUR INVITATION TO

B Y  S TA N  D I M O C K ,  
O P E R AT I O N S  A S S I S TA N T,  V O L U N T E E R ,  

S E A G R A S S  S O C I E T Y  M E M B E R

For Diana Oehrli, supporting Save The Bay is a family affair 
that began with her mother, Lisette Prince, in the early 1980’s, and 
that she hopes will continue with her own children in decades to 
come. 

Currently living in Switzerland and visiting Newport for holi-
days and summers, Oehrli still gets a sense of home when she 
thinks about Narragansett Bay. She has great memories of sailing 
with family and friends on the Bay, catching her first fish off the 
rocks by Castle Hill, and diving off Ocean Drive. While working at 
Newport This Week, she loved doing a photo shoot of three gener-
ations of old-fashioned trap fishers. Diana’s own children, Isabella 
and Oliver, also love Narragansett Bay, running to the beach the 
minute they arrive in Newport each summer. 

Narragansett Bay conveys feelings of freedom and community 
for Diana. “It represents freedom because you can go anywhere in 
the world from here, and the Bay brings here people from all over 
the world and different facets of life. It’s home, but it’s also excit-
ing and gives me a sense of freedom at the same time,” she said. 

Diana’s mother instilled a sense of environmental urgency in 
Diana and her brothers as children, teaching them to compost and 
to clean up garbage wherever they saw it, and sending them to 
a camp where they grew their own food and learned about im-
portant environmental issues. Diana is now passing along these 
important values to her own children, who attend the same camp 
she did as a child. When it came to her support for Save The Bay, 
Diana’s mother made her involvement fun, creating a buzz around 
it for the Prince children. 

Because of the strong environmental and philanthropic values 
her mother instilled in her, as soon as Diana had the opportunity to 
support an organization financially, Save The Bay was at the top of 
her list. Save The Bay’s mission “to protect and improve Narragan-
sett Bay” is something she cares deeply about. As a mother, she 
understands the importance of making sure the Bay is protected 
for her children and future generations. “Everybody should be able 
to use the Bay, from the fisherman to the tourist. So many people 
depend on the Bay for their living, but also just to be able to take a 
walk and not see garbage and to see the wildlife,” she says. “We 
need organizations like Save The Bay. You need to keep a watch-
ful eye; we need all of the advocacy that Save The Bay is doing.”

Diana is now sharing her own passion and enthusiasm for 
Save The Bay with her children. She talks to them about the  
research she conducts when deciding what non-profit organiza-
tions to support, explaining the work of Save The Bay and other 
environmental organizations in a way they can understand.

Diana and her family truly are a wonderful example of many 
Save The Bay families who fully believe “every generation deserves 
a Bay with no limits,” as we like to say here at Save The Bay. Their 
legacy of support helps us achieve our vision of a fully swimmable, 
fishable, healthy Narragansett Bay, accessible to all.

“We need somebody there to make sure the next generation 
is protected,” Diana said. “We see limits, we see beach closures, 
fishing closures. In my generation it’s already beginning and it’s 
getting worse and will continue to get worse unless we do some-
thing about it.”

D O N O R  S P O T L I G H T

B Y  J A C K I E  C A R L S O N , 
M E M B E R S H I P  A N D  G I V I N G 
M A N A G E R

Love for Narragansett Bay  
Runs in the Family

Seagrass Society
YOU can make a lasting impact on Narragansett Bay by remembering Save The Bay in your will.  
Your bequest will forever protect and improve Narragansett Bay by supporting Save The Bay’s 
restoration, advocacy and educational programs. Final gifts by will or trust in any dollar amount 
have a lasting effect on Narragansett Bay for future generations.

Will YOU consider joining Save The Bay’s
Seagrass Society of legacy donors? savebay.org/plannedgiving

“Save The Bay’s focus has always remained protecting Narragansett Bay.  Leaving money
to Save The Bay ensures the financial viability of the only organization focused on preserving  
this natural resource for generations to enjoy.”    
     - Alan and Virginia Nathan, Seagrass Society members
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Tides Editor: 
Cindy Sabato
Editorial inquiries to: 
tides@savebay.org

Save The Bay is on social media, including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Blogger. 
Follow along, share your stories and pictures, plan a visit and spread the word about 
the importance of a healthy Narragansett Bay. 

Like us on Facebook at: facebook.com/savebaynarragansett
Follow us on Twitter at: twitter.com/savethebayri
Follow us on Instagram at: instagram.com/savethebayri
Read our blog at: http://tides-blog.blogspot.com

Connect with Us

SAVE THE DATE
Annual Meeting & Taste of the Bay 
Thursday, June 9, 2016 • 5:30 – 9:00 p.m.  
Save The Bay Center, Providence

40th Annual Bay Swim 
Saturday, August 13, 2016 • 9:15 a.m. 
Start: Newport Naval War College   
Finish: Potter Cove, Jamestown

International Coastal Cleanup 
Saturday, September 17, 2016  
Locations all over Rhode Island

4 Bridges Ride 
Sunday, September 18, 2016 • 7:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Location: North Kingstown to Bristol

Art Show & Sale Opening Reception 
Thursday, December 1, 2016 • 6:00 p.m. 
Save The Bay Center, Providence

Tickets at  
savebay.org/taste

Join us for our 2016 Taste of The Bay as we celebrate the flavors,
sights, and sounds of Narragansett Bay. Enjoy delicious food and drink 
from your favorite local restaurants, bakeries, breweries, and  
wineries, while taking in beautiful scenery and live music. 

Thursday, June 9
Annual Meeting 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Taste of The Bay 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Save The Bay Center
100 Save The Bay Drive
Providence, RI 02905

Taste
of theBay

& Annual Meeting
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BE PART OF A MOVEMENT, A TRADITION, A COMMUNITY  
DEDICATED TO PROTECTING AND IMPROVING NARRAGANSETT BAY.
TOGETHER, WITH YOUR SUPPORT, WE:

• Serve as the VOICE of the Bay.

•  Advocate for clean water and a healthy environment.

•  Inspire the next generation of Bay stewards.

•  Restore rivers and coastal wetlands.

• Lead the fight to protect Rhode Island’s most valuable natural resource.

JOIN TODAY! savebay.org/membership

 

Join Save The Bay Today

As a Save The Bay member, you enjoy: member rates on exciting public programming, invitations to special events,  
monthly member newsletter, bi-annual Tides magazine, discounts at local merchants, and more.


