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Vartan Gregorian Elementary School

Special Education Self-Contained for Grades 3, 4, 5

Essential Guiding Question for the Unit (throughout the year):
1. In what ways does pollution impact the environment, the ocean, animals, and its people?
2. How can we work together to make our environment a healthier and cleaner place to be? 
3. What is the importance of storm drains, and how are they beneficial for our environment and the earth?
Central question/s of the day:

1. What are some things that you can do to combat pollution in our world?
Learning Goal/s for the day:
1. Students will identify common causes of pollution in our environment (ie: litter, dumping waste into sotrm drains, oil in the water.) 
2. Students will illustrate pictures, comparing and contrasting a “clean earth” from a “polluted earth.”
How will students demonstrate their mastery of the above learning goal?
My students will demonstrate their mastery of the above learning goals along with the “Essential Guiding Questions for Unit” through partner work, small group work, independent and whole group reflection and hands-on activities. 
Key Vocabulary (new or critical terms):

· Environment

· Pollution

· Storm drains
Supplies and equipment needed:
· ELMO and Projector

· Computer and printer

· Pencils, paper, markers, and crayons

· Whiteboard and markers

· Plastic bin

· Faucet, with access to water

· Food coloring, pom poms, glitter, dirt, etc. 
· Plastic cups

· Pictures of different types of pollution (ie: air pollution, car pollution/fumes, litter, oil pollution, etc.)
· A copy of the “Who Polluted the Red River?” activity

· The Save the Bay Book about Storm Drains
Please note that the format/etc. of this lesson plan looks slightly different due to the population of students that I serve.
	Time
10 – 15 minutes
	Opening/Welcome:
1.  The teacher will share with the students that they will be learning about pollution. The teacher will share resources about pollution. 
2. The students will discuss what they already know about pollution as the teacher records their answers on the whiteboard. 


	Notes
Show pictures of different types of pollution. 


	
	Activity 
Overview and Learning Goals: See above. 
Activity 1: The teacher will complete the following activity with the students (modified as needed for their particular strengths and individual needs). 
1. The teacher will complete the “Who Polluted the Red River?” activity with her students at the back table. Each student will be given 2-3 cups of “pollution.” When they hear the name of their cup associated with the particular pollution, they will dump their cup into the red river. 
2. When the students have completed the activity, the teacher will lead a discussion on pollution. She will record the student’s new thoughts about pollution on the white board. 

3. The students will complete an illustration of their “Red River.” They will showcase the “Red River” before the pollution and the “Red River” after the pollution. 

4. The students will participate in a “share-out” of their drawings with the class. 
	Allow ample time for student talk and record student conversation on an Anecdotal Notes chart. 

	
	Deepening Activity
The teacher will introduce the activities for the future in the next few days, weeks, and months. The teacher will save the students work on pollution and caring for the environment in order for the students to reflect upon their work and to activate prior knowledge for future lessons and activities. 
	The teacher will do a read-aloud of the STB storm drain book with the students. This will be the basis for a subsequent lesson on pollution.

	
	Daily Reflection (Reflection time can include: Review/Recap of the day, Brainstorm student ‘data questions’, Reflection questions for full group, Journaling, exit ticket, etc.)
The students will review their learning goals from the lesson.
	



